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The Statement of Inquiry
provides the framework for

this inquiry, and the Inquiry
questions then lead us through
the exploration as they are
developed through each chapter.

Key words are included to
give you access to vocabulary
for the topic. Glossary terms
are highlighted and, where
applicable, search terms

are given to encourage

independent learning and
research skills.

As you explore, activities suggest
ways to learn through action

AlL

Activities are designed to

develop your Approaches to
Learning (ATL) skills.

EXTENSION

Extension activities allow

you to explore a topic
further.

Each chapter is framed with a Key concept,
Related concept and set in a Global context

Systems

How are societies

The governance of societies is
organized by different systems

CONSIDER THESE
QUESTIONS:

Factual: What is a monarchy?
What is the monarchy like

in Japan and the UK? How
does democracy work? How
have modern democracies
developed?
Conceptual: What are the
features of totalitarian states?
Debatable: Is monarchy a fair
system of governan ce?

Now share and compare your
thoughts and ideas with your
partner, or with the whole class.

government
society

that are used to distribute power
affecting

Figure 1.1 Not
all societies are
governed in the

same wady

o IN THIS CHAPTER, WE WILL ... ———

politics

vote societies.

m Find out about different systems of governance that are used to run

m Explore case studies of countries that use monarchy, democracy and

dictatorship. - -
|_l Take action by encouraging more political participation.

by Concept

Assessment

opportunities In
this chapter:

Some activities are formative
as they allow you to practise
certain parts of the MYP

Individuals and societies
Assessment Objectives. Other
activities can be used by you
or your teachers to assess your
achievement summatively
against all parts of an
assessment objective.

003

Key Approaches to Learning
skills for MYP Individuals

and societies are highlighted
whenever we encounter them.

Definitions are included

for important terms and
information boxes are included
to give background information,
more detail and explanation.



Links to:

Like any other subject, Individuals and societies is

just one part of our bigger picture of the world.
Links to other subjects are discussed.

We will reflect on this learner
profile attribute ...

e Each chapter has an IB learner profile attribute

as its theme, and you are encouraged to reflect
on these too.

You are prompted to consider your conceptual
understanding in a variety of activities throughout each

INTRODUCTION

These Approaches to Learning (ATL)

kills will be useful Politics’ is a word of Greek origin that refers to thg Cha pte r

Sl L s e systems of governance used t0 run a society. Studies
m Communication skills in politics involve examining the ways in which power . o . , .
= Information literacy skills « distributed in a society and how and why pzqu;li;r: We have |ncorporated Visible Th|nk|ng — |deasl

- - - d in a particular way. There are many GITTEr
m Critical-thinking skills governed fli a pe . d. In this : ' '

we-thinking skils ways that sodietes are governed e WOE B0 framework, protocol and thinking routines — from
m Creative-thinking ski chapter we will discuss three broad types of gover :
A = Monarchy | Project Zero at the Harvard Graduate School of
We will reflect on this learnet u D?ctatorShip
profile attribute ... et oystems for ow to e a socey Education into many of our activities.
e

e Knowledgeable — as we learn more about

different political systems and how they affect (usually a country). There is, however, sometimes

overlap between these terms, for example a

Socetis. Comstitutional monarchy may also be a democracy Finally, at the end of the chapter you are asked
Py ——— —— ] to reflect back on what you have learnt with our

_ - RE
this chapter: THINK PAIB SHA | Rt , b) b hink of .
iteri - Knowing and understanding | Discuss the following in pairs: live under? e E’CUOH ta E‘, may E' tO t 18 O neW quesuons
S g. | « What system of governance do you live o | . '
« Criterion B: Investigating « What do you know already about how your i bI’OUg ht tO ||g ht by yOU r |ea rni ng
« Criterion C: Communicating | home couqtry is ::n? .
+ Criterion D: Thinking Cﬁtica“? Mﬂ:’________.

Use this table to evaluate and reflect on your own

| How are soceties governed? learning in this chapter
Questions we asked | Answers we Any further
found ' questions now?
Factual
Conceptual
Debatable
Approaches to Description — How well did you
Tak i learning you used in | what new skills master the skills?
dke aClion this chapter did you learn? | .
-
' While the book provides opportunities for g | @ 2 |«
action and plenty of content to enrich the B RE: S
conceptual relationships, you must be an active < |- |& |«

part of this process. Guidance is given to help

you with your own research, including how
to carry out research, guidance on forming
your own research question, as well as linking

: . . Learner profile Reflect on the importance of the
anc_l dfeveloplng your SFUdy Of Individuals an(_:l attribute(s) attribute for your learning in this
societies to the global issues in our twenty-first- chapter.

century world.




Systems

How are socleties

governed?
w ¥
~N

The governance of societies is
organized by different systems
that are used to distribute power,

sffecting [AifAESEENGIASVEIORMER!

CONSIDER THESE
QUESTIONS:

Factual: What is a monarchy?
What is the monarchy like

In Japan and the UK? How
does democracy work? How
have modern democracies
developed?

Conceptual: What are the
features of totalitarian states?

Debatable: Is monarchy a fair
system of governance?

Now share and compare your
thoughts and ideas with your
partner, or with the whole class.

Figure 1.1 Not
all societies are
governed In the
same way

government oolitics -0 IN THIS CHAPTER, WE WILL ...

society vote m Find out about different systems of governance that are used to run
societies.

m Explore case studies of countries that use monarchy, democracy and
dictatorship.

m Take action by encouraging more political participation. Y.
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These Approaches to Learning (ATL)
skills will be usetul ...

m Communication skills

m Information literacy skills

m Critical-thinking skills

m Creative-thinking skills

We will retlect on this learner
profile attribute ...

e Knowledgeable — as we learn more about
different political systems and how they affect
societies.

Assessment opportunities In
this chapter:

¢ Criterion A: Knowing and understanding
¢ Criterion B: Investigating
¢ Criterion C: Communicating

¢ Criterion D: Thinking critically

1  How are societies governed?

INTRODUCTION

‘Politics” is a word of Greek origin that refers to the
systems of governance used to run a society. Studies
in politics involve examining the ways in which power
is distributed in a society and how and why people are
governed in a particular way. There are many different
ways that societies are governed in the world. In this

chapter we will discuss three broad types of governance:
m Monarchy

m Democracy
m Dictatorship

These are different systems for how to rule a society
(usually a country). There is, however, sometimes
overlap between these terms, for example a
constitutional monarchy may also be a democracy.

THINK-PAIR-SHARE

Discuss the following in pairs:

e What system of governance do you live under?

o What do you know already about how your
home country is run?

e How does it work?




What is a monarchy?

Since the early days of human history, societies have
evolved to have systems of governance. Early tribal
societies had basic social structures, some without

any hierarchies of power, while others had leaders
who exercised control over the people. It wasn’t until
the development of civilizations that these systems of
power become more complex and defined. The rulers
of early civilizations such as the Sumerians or Egyptians
were kings who held vast power over the people. The
pharaohs of Ancient Egypt were often viewed as gods,
making the laws, controlling the army and keeping
everything in order. Society was structured into a
pyramid shape where power flowed downwards.

These were the early examples of monarchies.
'‘Monarchy’ refers to a form of government where
an individual exercises power over a society because
they are from a particular family. They also are said
to represent the identity of a nation. Monarchs can
have varying degrees of power. Their power can be
symbolic, which means they are simply a figurehead
for society, or partial, which means they have some
influence over law and governance, through to
absolute, which means they have full control over

a society.

N
W L
Sk

Monarchy was the most common type of government
until the nineteenth century, when democracies (and Figure 1.2 Henry VIl is an example of a well-known
for a time, dictatorships) became more common. monarch. Wh_at do you think it would have been like to
Monarchies mostly exist today as something called be ruled by him?

constitutional monarchy, which means the monarch

has a more ceremonial role rather than direct

political control. Some monarchies, however, exercise

more political power than others. In Saudi Arabia

and Morocco, for example, the monarch wields

considerable political influence.

by Concept



Monarchs are usually determined by hereditary factors. _
This means that when a King or Queen dies, their child, ACTIVITY: What is a monarChy?

usually the oldest son, becomes the next monarch.

Children growing up in royal families often learn the ATL

principles of how to rule a country from an early age. e ey A [V o e e
Other systems include elective monarchies, where summary notes for studying

the monarch Is voted into power, usually by a small and

select group of individuals. This system is used in the Write down three different responses to the
Vatican, for example. A final type is a self-proclaimed inquiry question "What is a monarchy?’, using:
monarchy where an individual declares themselves e 10-15 words

as the monarch of a country. Napoleon Bonaparte did e 30-50 words

this, declaring himself Emperor of the French in the e 75-100 words.

early nineteenth century. Share your responses with others in the class.

The amount of power that a monarch yields also
varies. Absolute monarchs hold the most power,

Assessment opportunities

I’U|iﬂg as autocrats. They can pass laws and overrule ¢ In this activity you have practised skills
government to make decisions regarding the running that are assessed using Criterion C:

of a country. In the Middle Ages, monarchs in Europe Communicating (strand i).

were said to have the ‘Divine Right of Kings’, which

was a sacred power that could not be challenged; in .

China the emperor was said to have the ‘Mandate of Useful terms to do with
Heaven' in a similar vein. Some absolute monarchs, monarchy

despite having considerable power, yielded power

to parliaments to allow them to run the affairs of a * Abdication - The process when a monarch

country. Constitutional monarchs have partial power egns
and are subject to the laws of a particular constitution. * Coronation — The ceremony when a monarch
IS crowned

Monarchs in these systems are used as figureheads,

often being a symbol for national unity. e Pretender — Someone who claims a throne that

s already occupied
e Regent - Someone who rules when a monarch
s a child or absent

Monarchies are often criticised for being an unfair
system of governance. As monarchs are usually not
elected into power, monarchy is seen to be simply

an example of power going to the privileged. Many
campaigners around the world would like to see

the end to monarchy. Supporters of monarchy talk
about the importance of monarchs as figureheads for
national unity.

1  How are societies governed?



SEE-THINK-WONDER

Look at the map in Figure 1.3

e What do you think about the countries that are governed by a
monarchy?

e What does it make you wonder?

GREENLAND

NORWAY

CANADA
UNITED KINGDOM
SPAIN . |
BAHAMAS | BN -
> ANTIGUA
o MOROCCO
| | X ST LUCIA -
D [ BARBADOS
NN ey .
o A F_____-—ﬂ'
BELIZE .~ | GRENADA
JAMAICA

TONGA

/

Key

~] Commonwealth realm
N B Emirate

| Monarchy
T B Sultanate

Figure 1.3 Map showing the locations of monarchies in the world
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DISCUSS

Study the map in Figure 1.3 below and then discuss the following:

e Research the following terms used on the map: commonwealth,
emirate sultanate.

e How do you think having a monarchy would affect the identity of

a country?
e Where in the world do you see no monarchies? Why might this be

the case?

L =
ol i 2 -
SWEDEN | S, \on
5 . e | 1
L'. --"-.:."- . \-\. o
] |
. et »
=

DENMARK

NETHERLANDS

| BELGIUM

-7 | LUXEMBOURG

s e
e o — — e —

LIECHTENSTEIN 2 JAPAN

——
5

_I—"'-'-FF'-

_I-"'-'-FFF

A" — /
" SAUDI . BAHRAIN | &
YV k e & <] cAMBODIA

| THAILAND

e @ PAPUA NEW GUINEA
N A T / SOLOMON ISLANDS

5 : LT o // TUVALU

OMAN

AUSTRALIA

\ SWAZILAND

LESOTHO

NEW ZEALAND
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What is the monarchy

like In Japan and
the UK?

MONARCHY IN JAPAN

.
.

The monarch in Japan (known as the emperor) is
the head of a constitutional monarchy. The emperor
s regarded as the highest authority in the Japanese
religion of Shinto and said to be a descendent of the
sun goddess Amaterasu. The emperor is known as
Tenno in Japan, which means ‘heavenly sovereign’
The Japanese monarchy is the oldest continuing
hereditary monarchy in the world. The current emperor
s Akihito, who took power in 1989, ascending to
the Chrysanthemum throne (the name given to the
Emperor of Japan’s throne).

The power of the monarch in Japan has shifted
through history. Prior to 1868, during the Tokugawa
era, the emperor exercised little political control, and
was more of a symbol of the country, living in Kyoto.
The most powerful figure in Japan during this time
was the shogun, the military leader who ruled over the
feudal system.

Figure 1.4 The Japanese Emperor
and Empress

The balance of power changed during an event called
the Meiji Restoration in 1868 when the power and
authority of the emperor was restored and later written
down in a constitution, which gave the emperor
absolute power. However, this came to an end after
the defeat of Japan in the Second World War when
the power of the emperor was curtailed. Japan was
occupied by the USA, who helped them write a new
constitution. The result was the 1947 constitution,
which set up the basis for the constitutional monarchy
in which the emperor now plays a largely symbolic and
ceremonial role.

The Emperor of Japan today lives in the Imperial Palace
in Tokyo and his birthday is a national holiday in Japan.

by Concept
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Figure 1.5 The grounds of the Imperial Palace in Tokyo

SOURCE A

Extract from the 1889 Constitution of Japan regarding the
powers of the Emperor

C
A
A

napter |: The Emperor

RTICLE I1l. The Emperor is sacred and inviolable.

RTICLE IV. The Emperor is the head of the Empire,

combining in Himself the rights of sovereignty, and
exercises them, according to the provisions of the present
Constitution.

A
A

A

RTICLE XI. The Emperor has the supreme command of the
rmy and Navy.

RTICLE XIIl. The Emperor declares war, makes peace, and

concludes treaties.

SOURCE B

Extract from the 1947 Constitution of Japan regarding the
powers of the Emperor

Chapter I: The Emperor

Article 1. The Emperor shall be the symbol of the State and
of the unity of the people, deriving his position from the will
of the people with whom resides sovereign power ...

Article 3. The advice and approval of the Cabinet shall be
required for all acts of the Emperor in matters of state, and
the Cabinet shall be responsible therefor.

Article 4. The Emperor shall perform only such acts in
matters of state as are provided for in the Constitution and
he shall not have powers related to government.

1  How are societies governed?

DISCUSS

Study Sources A and B, which show the
constitutions of Japan at different times in history.

e What does each tell you about the power of
the emperor at different times in history?

e What are the similarities and differences
between the two documents?




MONARCHY IN THE UK

The United Kingdom is also a constitutional monarchy like Japan.

The powers of the monarch are symbolic and ceremonial, as political
power lies with the parliament which is headed by an elected majority
party whose leader is the Prime Minister. Some members of the royal
family live in Buckingham Palace in London. They attend numerous
functions through the year, many of which are linked to charity work,
and also take part in international tours to promote good will between
countries. The current monarch in the UK is Queen Elizabeth II, who has
been on the throne since 1952.

Over time, the power of the monarchy in the UK has gradually decreased
and the power of parliament has increased. The UK does not have a
written constitution like countries such as Japan and the USA, and the laws
that govern the country have evolved over time.

In the UK there is debate about whether a monarchy is appropriate in
the twenty-first century, with many people campaigning against this
system of governance. Table 1.1 summarizes some of the views for and
against monarchy.

Table 1.1 The arguments for and against a constitutional monarchy

Arguments in favour of monarchy Arguments against monarchy

In many cases, monarchies have been in place for many years. | Monarchy is expensive to maintain and tax money that is spent

Why change something that works? on it should be directed elsewhere.

The monarchy helps with national unity and can promote a Monarchies are usually unelected and so are an unfair system
positive image of a country. of governance.

The monarchy can attract tourists who visit the palaces and Monarchs are often born into a position of privilege. Monarchy
royal grounds, bringing money to a country. divides society into the haves and the have nots.

The monarch acts as a head of state and therefore plays a vital | Monarchs often have connections with a particular religion,
role in the structure of governance. which might not represent the diverse beliefs of a nation.

The monarchy can be very popular with people and there is
genuine interest in the lives of the monarch and their family.

by Concept



The Commonwealth

The monarch in the UK is also
head of the Commonwealth.
The Commonwealth is an
organization of 53 nations
that have in the past had

links to the UK. It promotes
peace and human rights.

The Queen is the head of state
of 16 of the countries in the
Commonwealth, including
Australia, Barbados, New
Zealand and Canada. Every
four years, the Commonwealth
Games, an international
sporting competition, is held
between these countries that
look to maintain and celebrate
this relationship.

THINK-PAIR-SHARE

Can you think of any reasons

why the monarchy may be:

a popular
b unpopular?

" _ | Figure 1.6 Queen’s Guard at
= Buckingham Palace

1  How are societies governed?



ACTIVITY:

Is monarchy a
fair system of
governance?

SOURCE A

Extract from an article by Peter Tatchell on the website www.petertatchell.net

Monarchy is incompatible with democracy. According to the elitist values of the
monarchical system, the most stupid, immoral royal is more fit to be head of state
than the wisest, most ethical commoner. Monarchs get the job for life, no matter
how appallingly they behave.

SOURCE B

Extract from an article on the website www.economist.com/news/britain/

The case against hereditary appointments in public life is straightforward: they
are incompatible with democracy and meritocracy, which are the least-bad ways
to run countries. Royalists say this does not matter because the monarch no
longer ‘runs’ Britain. Yet in theory, at least, she has considerable powers: to wage
war, sign treaties, dissolve Parliament and more.

SOURCE C

Extract from an article by Alain De Botton on the website www.newstatesman.com

It is also a somewhat irrational institution, something for which it seems loved
and hated by different sections of society. It asks us to entertain the idea that
people could rule over us not because we voted for them, but just because they
and their descendants put their stake in the ground before we appeared on earth.

ATL

m Critical-thinking skills:

Develop contrary or
opposing arguments

What arguments are
presented in Sources A, B
and C against the UK
monarchy?

What do you think? Write a
reflection, which answers
the question ‘Is monarchy a
fair system of governance?’
You can refer to the
examples of Japan and the
UK as well as others.

Assessment
opportunities

¢ This activity can be
assessed using Criterion D:

Thinking critically (strands
I and ii).

by Concept



Duke of Edinburgh

Diana Charles Camilla Captain Anne Vice-Admiral Andrew Sarah Edward Sophie
Princess Prince of Duchess of Mark Princess Timothy Duke of Duchess Earl of Countess
of Wales Wales Cornwall Phillips Royal Laurence York of York Wessex of Wessex

Kate Autumn Mike

Duchess of - _
Canibicle Phillips Tindall

Prince Princess
George Charlotte
of | of |
Cambridge Cambridge i Divorced

Figure 1.7 UK royal family tree

1  How are societies governed?



EXTENSION

Genealogy

Genealogy is the study of family histories.
Tracing back your descendants through time
can be exciting and reveal some interesting
stories. Try and create your own family tree.

There are a number of websites that can help
you, for example: www.familyecho.com/
Making movies in Individuals and
societies

Making movies or documentaries is a fun way

to demonstrate your understanding of a topic

or concept. Although a lot of time can be spent
on the filming and editing of the project, it is
important to ensure that the content you provide
is good quality. Research your topic thoroughly.
When you have done this, write out a script and
storyboard before you start the production.
Planning effectively will mean that the overall
quality of your work will be higher.

ACTIVITY: A film
about monarchy

ATL

m Creative-thinking skills: Create original works
and ideas; Use existing works and ideas in
new ways

Choose an example of a monarchy from the world
map (Figure 1.3) on pages 6-7 and create a short,
documentary-style film about that monarchy.

You should provide background information
about the monarchy and explain the powers it has
in the country. Aim to make the film 3-5 minutes
in length.

Assessment opportunities

¢ In this activity you have practised skills that
are assessed using Criterion A: Knowing
and understanding (strands i and ii) and
Criterion C: Communicating (strands i, ii and

iii).

by Concept



How does democracy work?

‘People shouldn’t be afraid of their
government. Governments should be
afraid of their people.” —\ for Vendetta

'If voting made any difference they K > B
wouldn’t let us do it.” - Josef Stalin yr

‘The best argument against democracy
s a five-minute conversation with the
average voter.” — Winston Churchill

‘Elections belong to the people. It’s their
decision. If they decide to turn their back on the
fire and burn their behinds, then they will just
have to sit on their blisters.” — Abraham Lincoln

‘The ballot is stronger than the bullet.” -
Abraham Lincoln

THINK-PAIR-SHARE

| Have a look through these quotes on democracy.
'Democracy must be something more Discuss each one in turn. What are the different
than two wolves and a sheep voting on messages that are being communicated about
what to have for dinner. — James Bovard democracy? Discuss in pairs and feed back to the

rest of the class.

Figure 1.8 What is democracy?

1  How are societies governed?



WHAT IS DEMOCRACY?

The second example of governance we will explore now is democracy, a
popular system of governance that is used by countries around the world.
There are many variations in democracies in the world, which we will also
look at.

A democracy is a type of governance that is run by the people. In a
democracy, people should have a voice in how the government is run or
In which laws are passed. This usually means having a vote. Voting Is a
system that involves people making a choice about a particular issue or
candidate for election. They submit their votes secretly and then the votes
are counted.

There are two main types of democracy: direct and representative.

Direct democracy means that the eligible people living in a country or
state make decisions on the laws that are passed. This system was used

in Athens in Ancient Greece. Nowadays this can come in the form of a
referendum, when the people vote on a key specific issue. For example, in
2016 the British public voted on whether or not the UK should remain in
the European Union.

Representative democracy is a more common form of democracy

and means that people vote for candidates to take up governmental
positions to represent the people. People vote for the different branches
of government. For example, in the USA people vote for the President,
the Congress and the Senate. Elected representatives are usually given a
set period of time in office (typically four to five years) in which they can
act in the interests of their voters. Voters usually choose the candidate
based on the political party that they represent. For example, a candidate
might represent the interests of workers and this may be popular with

people who are looking for better working conditions. Other parties might
traditionally protect the interests of the rich in society and thus gather their

support from these sections of society.

by Concept



The following are some of the common features of successtul democracies:

m They are governed by the will of the people.

There are free and fair elections.

m Individuals’ rights are protected and human rights (for example, free
speech) are respected.

m There are limits on the powers of the elected representatives.

m There is equality of access to democratic participation, for example,
women can vote.

However, democracies have not always had these features. In particular,
not all groups in society have always been represented or had the right to
vote. Women campaigned for suffrage (the vote) in many countries in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The first country to allow women to
vote was New Zealand in 1893. Voter discrimination has also occurred as a
result of racist laws; it was not until the mid-1960s that African Americans
could vote In elections in the USA.

Despite the idealism of democracy there are some problems that exist with
democracies in the world today. For example, it is often the rich or elite
members of society who end up in positions of power when countries lack
social mobility, which affects the ability of people from lower classes to
take on roles in government. Also, voter education may be limited. Schools
need to teach about politics so that people are better informed as to who
or what they are voting for. In recent years, democratic participation has
fallen in many countries as apathy about the political system has increased.
-inally, elections and democratic processes can be subject to corruption.

Despite these flaws, the system of democracy perhaps best represents the
will of the people, in comparison to other systems where their views are
not taken into account.

REFLECTION

Think about everything you know and have learnt about how
democracy works, and what else you would like to know. Record
your thoughts in a table like the one below.

What do you know about how
democracy works?

What else would you like to
know?

1  How are societies governed?

EXTENSION
What is a republic?

Democracies exist

in different types of
governmental systems.

A republic is a system with
an elected head of state,
usually a president. This
differs from a constitutional
monarchy, which uses
democracy to vote in the
government but has an
unelected king or queen as
head of state. The USA is an
example of a republic.

Research republics to see
how they are different from
constitutional monarchies.




CASE STUDY - DEMOCRACY IN ATHENS

The term ‘democracy’ originated in Ancient Greece, with the word

demokratia, meaning ‘rule of the people’. The city-state of Athens was the

most notable example of democracy in Ancient Greece, and the system

was used to vote upon the laws that were passed. The representatives of

government were decided by a lottery of eligible citizens, men over the

age of 18 who had completed military service and training. In a population

of around 100000, the number of eligible citizens was around 40000.
Women were excluded as well as large numbers of men who were not
classified as citizens.

Within Ancient Athens there were three main branches of governance.

m The Ekklesia — The assembly that made decisions about war and
foreign policy. A majority vote was used to make decisions on the
passing of laws. All citizens were allowed to participate and the
assembly took place on a hill called the Pnyx in Athens with large
attendance figures sometimes of 5000-6000 citizens.

m The Boule — Known as the Council of 500, the Boule met every

day, and decided what laws needed to be discussed by the Ekklesia.

Positions for the Boule in Athens were decided by a lottery.

m The Dikasteria — This refers to the law courts, which also had
democratic elements within the Athenian city-state. The jury was
decided each day by lottery and they held significant power in the
court to decide the outcome of different cases.

There were many early examples of democratic councils being set up
in early societies to make decisions on how to run matters, and this
continued through the Middle Ages.

ACTIVITY: A letter
from Athens

ATL

m Communication skills:
Write for different
puUrposes

Imagine you are living in
Ancient Greece in the city-
state of Athens. Write a letter
to a friend who is living in a

different city-state. Describe
how your system of governance
works, including what you like
and dislike about it. Use Sources
A and B to help you. Aim to
write 200-500 words.

Assessment
opportunities

¢ This activity can be
assessed using Criterion C:

Communicating (strands
| and ii).
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Figure 1.9 The Parthenon in Athens

SOURCE A

Extract about Athenian Democracy from the website www.ancient.eu/Athenian_
Democracy/

As we have seen, only male citizens who were 18 years or over could speak (at
least in theory) and vote in the assembly, whilst the positions such as magistrates
and jurors were limited to those over 30 years of age. Therefore, women, slaves,
and resident foreigners (metoikoi) were excluded from the political process. ...

llustrating the esteem in which democratic government was held, there was even
a divine personification of the ideal of democracy, the goddess Demokratia. Direct
involvement in the politics of the polis also meant that the Athenians developed a
unique collective identity and probably too, a certain pride in their system.

SOURCEB

Pericles’ speech at the funeral of Athenians during the Peloponnesian War

Our constitution is called a democracy because power is in the hands not of

a minority but of the whole people. When it is a question of settling private
disputes, everyone is equal before the law; when it is a question of putting one
person before another in positions of public responsibility, what counts is not
membership of a particular class, but the actual ability which the man possesses.
No one, so long as he has it in him to be of service to the state, is kept in political
obscurity because of poverty. And, just as our political life is free and open, so is
our day-to-day life in our relations with each other.
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How have modern

democracies
developed?

THE HISTORY OF DEMOCRACY

Nowadays, democracy is one of the most popular
systems of governance around the world as it is seen
to be a direct representation of the interests of the
people. Throughout history we can see examples of
the power of the monarchy and religion gradually
declining and the influence of democratic institutions
(for example, parliaments) increasing in a number

of countries. Here is a selection of key events in the
history of democracy.

The Magna Carta, 1215

This was a legal charter that limited the power of
absolute monarchy in England. It was signed by King
John and gave barons (religious leaders) more legal
rights to pass laws, especially in regard to taxation.

It helped the development of democracy in the UK
as it was the first major challenge to the power of
the monarch.

Figure 1.10
The Magna
Carta

The American Constitution, 1787

The founding of the American Constitution was a very
important step in the history of democracy. It was

the blueprint for the nation and includes democratic
principles such as voting rights.

Figure 1.11 The American Constitution

The French Revolution, 1787-99

This revolution involved the overthrow of the French
monarchy in favour of democratic principles of liberty,
equality and fraternity. This revolution is a good
example of popular favour moving away from the
system of absolute monarchy towards a democracy.

Figure 1.12 The Battle of Fleurus, June 1794
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Votes for women

Beginning in New Zealand in 1893, the participation of
women in democracy became more widely accepted
in the twentieth century. This was an important step
forward for democracy.

Figure 1.13 Suffragettes demonstrating in London, 1906

The Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights Movement in the USA during the
1960s was a mass movement that campaigned for
greater equality. One result was voting rights for
African Americans in the USA, where previously racist
laws had restricted people from voting.
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Figure 1.14 Civil Rights march, Washington DC, 1963
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The fall of the Berlin Wall

In 1989 many European communist states that had
been run as dictatorships became democracies. This
was a popular movement against the influence of the
Soviet Union and the nature of the single-party states.
It is perhaps best symbolized by the destruction of the
Berlin Wall in 1989.

Figure 1.15 Crowds watch the wall come down,
November 1989

ACTIVITY: The historical
development of democracy

ATL

m Communication skills: Use a variety of
speaking techniques to communicate with a
variety of audiences

Choose one of the events listed on these pages.
Research the event in more detail and then create
a 1-2-minute podcast that describes the event
and explains its significance in the development
of democracy.

Assessment opportunities

¢ In this activity you have practised skills
that are assessed using Criterion C:
Communicating (strands i and ii).



What is a dictatorship?

‘Under conditions of tyranny it is far easier to act than think.” —

Hannah Arendt

Dictatorship is a form of government where a country is ruled by an
individual, known as a dictator. It is an example of an authoritarian state.
Dictatorships are traditionally controlling of people’s lives and are usually
opposed to democracy. A dictatorship that is run by a small group of

people is called an oligarchy.

Dictatorships have existed in different forms throughout history. For
example, the Roman Empire can be seen as an early form of dictatorship.
During the twentieth century there was a rise in the number of dictatorships
around the world, particularly between the First and Second World Wars.
This time period saw the rise of fascism as an ideology in Germany, Italy
and Japan, who became allies during the Second World War.

Table 1.2 Past dictatorships in Germany, Italy and Japan

Gormany  lnay  liapam

Germany had a fully functioning
democracy until 1933 when the Naz
party was elected into power. Very
quickly, under the leadership of Adolf
Hitler, the Nazis went about removing
the instruments of democracy and
exercising increasing control over
people’s lives. This included extreme
prejudice and discrimination against
Jews. Nazi Germany went on to expand
Its territory in Europe and its foreign
policy was a major cause of the Second
World War. Hitler and the Nazis were
fascist, highly nationalistic, had an
aggressive foreign policy and dealt with
opposition harshly.

The dictatorship of Hitler and the Nazis
ended when Germany lost the war and
Hitler committed suicide in 1945.

ltaly quickly rejected democracy after the
First World War and the leader Benito
Mussolini became the dictator, Il Duce
(the leader), from 1925 onwards. He
developed a dictatorship that followed
the ideology of fascism. This included the
development of a police state and a cult
of personality that worshipped him as
the leader. Mussolini’s foreign policy was
aggressive, and led to the invasion of
Abyssinia (Ethiopia) in 1936.

Mussolini was overthrown in 1943.

During the 1930s, Japan moved to a
highly nationalistic and militaristic state
that invaded China and later other parts
of Asia in the early 1940s. The Japanese
Empire dominated Asia during the
Second World War. Although not exactly
a dictatorship, the country came under
the influence of fascist militarists who
reported to the emperor. They worked
more like an oligarchy. During this time,
the power of democracy in the country
was severely weakened.

Japan surrendered in 1945, bringing an
end to the militarists’ rule. Japan set up a
new democracy after this point, retaining
the emperor as a figurehead for the
country.
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WHAT ARE THE FEATURES OF
TOTALITARIAN STATES?

Some dictatorships have been classified as ‘totalitarian’. This means that
they have total control over the lives of the people living within the state.
Benito Mussolini, the Italian dictator, was the first to coin this term. He also
said the following, which sums up the idea of totalitarianism:

All within the state, nothing outside the state, nothing against
the state.’

Totalitarian states are said to have some defining features:

An ideology

|deologies are systems of ideas that have an identity and can be followed
by people in a country. Examples of ideology include communism and
fascism. Totalitarian states often followed more extreme ideologies.

Cult of personality

This occurs when the strength of the leader of a particular society is
reinforced through the ideology and propaganda. It promotes the strength
and wisdom of the leader, encouraging people to simply follow and not
challenge their authority.

Fear, repression and terror

Totalitarian states are usually run as police states where there is a high level
of surveillance of the people living there and harsh punishments for those
who step out of line.

Propaganda and censorship

Controlling the information that people have access to is also important to
these types of states. Propaganda involves advertising certain policies and
ideological positions, while censorship is used to mould people’s values by
restricting opposing perspectives.

State-controlled economic policies

This refers to having a strong governmental control over the economic
development of the country, limiting economic freedoms. For example,
under Stalin the Soviet Union went through industrialization through
government-backed five-year plans.
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DISCUSS

Take a look at the pictures
below and on page 24.

In pairs, write down what
IS going on in each of the
pictures and decide what
aspect of totalitarian states
they are examples of.

—
T
et e M

Figure 1.16 An industrial plant
at Magnitogorsk in the former
Soviet Union

Figure 1.17 Statues of Kim Il-sung
and Kim Jong-il in Pyongyang,
North Korea



Figure 1.19 A watch tower in a former Soviet Figure 1.20 Children reading from Mao Zedong’s Little Red
Labour Camp Book during his leadership — it contained his quotations
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CASE STUDY - LIFE IN NORTH KOREA

Korea was under the colonial rule of Japan between
1910 and 1945. After the Second World War, the
peninsula was divided into North and South Korea
under the influence of the Soviet Union and the

USA respectively. Conflict broke out between the

two nations in 1950, involving other international
powers including the USA and China. Following the
war North Korea, a communist state, allied itself with
China and the Soviet Union. Over time the leader, Kim

SOURCE A

‘All of North Korea is a jail.'— Kim Y. Sam
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l-sung, built up a dictatorship that followed the state
ideology of Juche, which emphasized self-reliance and
independence along with traditional communist ideas.
This helps to explain North Korea's continued isolated
position in the world today. Critics of the North Korean
state highlight human rights issues and restrictions

on freedom for the people living there. Some would
suggest it is an example of a totalitarian state.

SOURCE B

Figure 1.21 Satellite picture of the Korean peninsula
at night taken in 2012




SOURCE C
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Figure 1.22 Propaganda poster — the person in the middle of the sun is former President Kim Il-sung (designated in
the constitution as the country’s Eternal President)
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SOURCED

Paul French (2005) North Korea, The Paranoid Peninsula, A Modern History,
Zed Books, page 12

Those who live on higher floors may have to set out for work or school a little
earlier than lower down. Due to the chronic power shortages affecting the entire
DPRK [Democratic People’s Republic of Korea], i.e. North Korea, many building
elevators have long stopped operating, or work only intermittently. As many
buildings are between twenty and forty storeys tall, this is an inconvenience. In
general the major problem is for the older residents, who find the stairs difficult.
Many senior citizens are effectively trapped in their apartments; there are stories
of old people who, having moved in, have never been able to leave.

SOURCEE

Barbara Demick (2010) Nothing to Envy: Real Lives in North Korea, Granta, page 45

To a certain extent, all dictatorships are alike. From Stalin’s Soviet Union to Mao'’s
China, from Ceausescu’s Romania to Saddam Hussein’s Iraq, all these regimes
had the same trappings ... But Kim Il-sung took the cult of personality to a new
level. What distinguished him in the rogues’ gallery of twentieth-century dictators
was his ability to harness the power of faith. Kim Il-sung understood the power
of religion ...

Broadcasters would speak of Kim Il-sung or Kim Jong-il breathlessly, in the
manner of Pentecostal preachers. North Korean newspapers carried tales of
supernatural phenomena. Stormy seas were said to be calmed when sailors
clinging to a sinking ship sang songs in praise of Kim Il-sung.

SOURCE F

Barbara Demick (2010) Nothing to Envy: Real Lives in North Korea, Granta, page 11

In the futuristic dystopia imagined in 1984, George Orwell wrote of a world
where the only color to be found was in the propaganda posters. Such is the
case in North Korea. Images of Kim Il-sung are depicted in the vivid poster
colors favored by the Socialist Realism style of painting. The Great Leader sits on
a bench smiling benevolently at a group of brightly dressed children crowding
around him. Rays of yellow and orange emanate from his face: He is the sun.

1  How are societies governed?



SOURCE G
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Figure 1.23 Arirang Mass Games in Pyongyang, North Korea, an annual celebration of dance and gymnastics

SOURCEH

Bruce Cumings (2005) Korea's Place in the Sun, A Modern History, Norton, page 405

They [a group of international visitors] were ill-prepared In the 1980s P'yongyang was one of the most efficient, best-
for the wide tree-lined boulevards of P'yongyang, swept run cities in Asia, a mixture of the fastidiousness of Singapore
squeaky clean and traversed by determined, disciplined urban  and the bucolic quiet of Alma-Ata. Older utilitarian Soviet-style
commuters held in close check by traffic women in tight apartment houses and state office buildings mingled with
uniforms, pirouetting with military discipline and a smile, grand new monumental architecture, lavished with marble and
atop platforms at each intersection. They had not expected a  topped off with Korean curved roofs. About two million people
population living in modern high-rise buildings, hustling out lived there, or 10 per cent of the population. If the pickings

in the morning like Japan's ‘salarymen’ to a waiting subway were predictably slim among consumer goods, daily necessities
or electric bus. They were suddenly enamored of the polite were available and the traveler observed few queues. Well-
waitresses who served ample portions of tasty Korean and tended parks dotted all sections of the city, through which two
Western food at hotels and restaurants. rivers flowed along willow-lined banks.
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SOURCE |

Figure 1.24 Soldiers enjoying leisure time in North Korea

ACTIVITY: Life in North Korea What psychological effects do you think

participation in the Arirang Mass Games might
ATL have on people?
What do you understand by the term ‘cult of
personality’? Why is it important to the North
Korean state?
Is North Korea sustainable? What do you think
are some of the challenges facing the country
today?

m Critical-thinking skills: Gather and organize
relevant information to formulate an argument

o Write a list of words to describe what you think
life in North Korea would be like. Are your words
all negative? If so, can you think of some positive
words as well? Remember to use the sources on
pages 25-29.

o Do you agree with the quote that ‘All of North + In this activity you have practised skills that are

Korea is a jail’? Explain your answer. assessed using Criterion D: Thinking critically
(strands i and ii).

Assessment opportunities
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ACTIVITY: Totalitarian states

ATL

m Information literacy skills: Access information to be informed
and inform others

Do some research into one of the following states:

1

North Korea under Kim ll-sung

China under Mao
Soviet Union under Stalin
Germany under Hitler

For the state you have chosen, copy and complete the following

Evidence that | Overall
goes against | judgement

evaluation table.

Feature of the

totalitarian state | supports

A unifying ideology

Evidence that

A strong leader
with a cult of
personality

Fear, repression
and terror

Propaganda and
censorship

State-controlled
economic policies

2 Write an overall reflection for your chosen state using the

following guiding question.

To what extent is

an example of a

totalitarian state?

Assessment opportunities

+ In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using
Criterion B: Investigating (strands iii and iv) and Criterion D:
Thinking critically (strands i and ii).

THINK-PAIR-SHARE

Can you think of any positive
consequences of living under
a dictatorship or totalitarian
regime?

Take action

! Making a difference in the
world of politics requires

direct action. Individuals have

great power to influence
decision-makers and have a
say In how societies are run.
Look at getting involved in
politics in your local area.

Research the political parties
and politicians that represent

you. Think about some of the
political issues that you think
are of importance in your
local area.

' Find out what issues other

people think are important
by conducting a survey or
some interviews.
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Retlection

In this chapter we have explored three different systems of governance:
monarchy, democracy and dictatorship. We have seen that the system of
governance affects the fairness and development of the country.

Use this table to reflect on your own learning in this chapter

Questions we asked

Answers we found

Any further questions now?

Factual: What is a monarchy? What is the monarchy like in
Japan and the UK? How does democracy work? How have
modern democracies developed?

Conceptual: What are the features of totalitarian states?
Debatable: Is monarchy a fair system of governance?

Approaches to learning you used in this chapter:

Communication skills

Description — what new skills
did you learn?

How well did you master the
skills?

Practitioner

Novice
| Learner
Expert

Information literacy skills

Critical-thinking skills

Creative-thinking skills

Learner profile attribute(s)

Reflect on the importance of being knowledgeable for your

learning in this chapter.

Knowledgeable
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Systems

Resources

resources

CONSIDER THESE
QUESTIONS:

Factual: How is the Earth
structured? What are plate
tectonics? What are the
causes and consequences of
earthquakes and volcanoes?

Conceptual: What are the
different ways that societies
can respond to natural hazards?
How do disasters affect the
identities of societies?

Debatable: Are wealthy
countries safer from disasters?

Now share and compare your
thoughts and ideas with your

partner, or with the whole class.

Figure 2.1 Earthquake damage in Kathmandu, Nepal, 2015

Find out about the causes and consequences of natural hazards.

Explore case studies of natural hazards and how societies have responded

to them.

Take action by raising a campaign to help an area of the world affected

by natural hazards.
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Figure 2.2 Mount Merapi Volcano in Indonesia

These Approaches to Learning (A
skills will be usetul ...

Communication skills
Organization skills
Information literacy skills
Media literacy skills
Transfer skills
Critical-thinking skills

Assessment opportunities In
this chapter:

¢ Criterion A: Knowing and understanding
+ Criterion B: Investigating

¢ Criterion C: Communicating

2 What are natural hazards and how do societies respond to them?

We will reflect on this learner
orofile attribute ...

e Communicators — by exploring the ways that
communication can help reduce the severity
of disasters.

earthquake tsunami
hurricane volcano

COLOUR-SYMBOL-IMAGE

Consider the topic of this chapter: natural
hazards. Individually or in small groups, choose
a colour, symbol and image that you feel best
represents or captures the essence of the topic.
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